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NPS FACULTY RECEIVE PROMINENT OPERATIONS RESEARCH AWARDS 
 
Four NPS operations research faculty – three civilian and one military – have been 
honored for exceptional military operations and national security research and analyses. 
 
Alan R. Washburn has received a lifetime achievement award from the Military 
Operations Research Society (MORS) for exceptional, timely work that “meets evolving 
analytical needs of defense while maintaining the highest standards of scientific quality.” 
MORS established the award, called the Clayton J. Thomas Award, in 1999 to recognize 
practitioners who have made consistent, sustained technical contributions to improve the 
analytical underpinnings of the profession. Washburn is the first NPS faculty member to 
receive the national award. 
 
Distinguished Prof. Gerald Brown, Washburn’s NPS colleague for more than 30 years, 
observed: “Alan’s research contributions to the military have garnered its highest awards, 
and his classified research has contributed significantly to our nation’s defense. His 
signature style is to make deep theoretical results accessible to a wide audience through 
carefully crafted writing and simple examples.”  
 
Washburn’s publications have focused on search theory (including search from 
satellites), optimization, probability analysis, and game theory with military applications 
ranging from mine warfare to antisubmarine warfare and munitions planning. His seminal 
textbook, Search and Detection, was first published in 1980 and is now in its fourth 
printing. 
 
“Alan has influenced the careers of scores of military analysts while guiding thesis 
research of 75 NPS students,” said Brown, who was named a Fellow by the Institute for 
Operations Research and the Management Sciences this month.    
 
Navy Cmdr. Aasgeir Gangsaas, a 1993 alumnus, said that Washburn did more than just 
advise and guide him in his thesis research. "His individual tutoring laid the foundation 
for the critical analytical skills that proved to be invaluable as an analyst serving the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and later the Secretary of Defense," Gangsaas said. 
 
Associate Prof. Robert Dell and Army Maj. Paul Lee Ewing, a military faculty member 
and assistant professor, were recognized by Army Secretary Francis Harvey with the Dr. 
Wilbur B. Payne Memorial Award for Excellence in Analysis for their individual 
contributions to the 2005 Army Base Realignment and Closure analysis. During the 
BRAC process, commissioners singled out the Army for the quality and rigor of its 
analyses. 
 
Dell, who joined the NPS faculty in 1990, has taught and applied optimization to a 
variety of military and private sector problems.  “He has received research support from 
every uniformed service for topics ranging from naval capital planning to Coast Guard 
cutter scheduling,” Brown said. “He has also applied optimization in the private sector in 
areas ranging from production scheduling to supply chain design.” 
 
Ewing was a senior operations research analyst at the Center for Army Analysis before he 
assumed his NPS faculty position in June. His academic degrees include a Ph.D. in 
economics and operations research and bachelor and master of science degrees in 
Electrical Engineering.  He was with the 82nd Airborne Division during Operation Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm and has commanded two Special Forces operational detachments. 
 
Wayne Hughes, dean of the NPS Graduate School of Operational and Information 
Science which includes the operations research department and three other academic 
departments – computer science, information science and defense analysis – 
congratulated the faculty for their achievements and noted: "Operations research 
disciplines the way you organize your thinking, gather information, consider alternatives, 
see relationships, make forecasts and estimate the effectiveness of your decision -- or the 
decision you recommend to the boss." 
